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has a dislinclﬂ and separate identity from God. It stands beside God and

CONVErses wi(‘th him and, in the majority of occurrences, the Attribute of

Justice proclaims the sin of Israel and the justice of God’s actions.
|

‘IS SAUL ALSO AMONG THE SCRIBES?
SCRIBES AND PROPHETS IN TARGUM J ONATHAN"

Anthony J. Saldarini

In a number of passages, Targum Jonathan transforms prophets into
scribes. The most striking example is found in | Samuel 10, where Saul,
who has just been anointed king of Israel by Samuel, meets a band of
ecstatic prophets, is seized by the Spirit, and joins them in prophesying.
This manifestation of the power of God’s Spirit in Saul has been pre-
dicted by Samuel as a sign which authenticates Saul’s choice as king of
Israel. The targumist translates the biblical passage as follows:

SAnd when you enter there to the city, you will meet a band of scribes
going down from the house of feasting and before them lyres and tim-
brels and cymbals and lutes and they will be singing praise. SAnd the
spirit of prophecy from before the Lord will reside upon you, and you
will sing praise with them, and you will be changed into another man...
'0And they came there to the hill, and behold a band of scribes met him,
and the spirit of prophecy from before the Lord resided upon him, and he
sang praise in their midst. ' And everyone who knew him yesterday and
the day before saw it, and behold, he was singing praise with the scribes.
And the people said, each man to his neighbor: ‘What is this that has
happened to the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the scribes?’ '2And a
man from there answered and said: ‘And who is their master?” Therefore
it became a proverb: ‘Is Saul among the scribes?” 'YAnd he ceased from
singing praise and entered the house of feasting. '

Though the targumist replaces ‘prophets’ with ‘scribes’ here, he is not
hostile to prophecy, for he necessarily refers to prophets and prophecy
often in his translation of the Former and Latter Prophets. In fact, he
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