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I I I Ai 'b fl' W Jel;e t Je Jttn lite o · list Ice comes before God to ask why he has not 
already desti'oyed such a wicked mall. God responds that he first wants 
hi III \0 be 1l10c1e great so that all the nations might know of his downfall. 
It is �i�l�1�1�p�o�r�t�a�~�1�t� to note that God instructs �~�)�'�l� nltl to 'let go of him until 
he will becolne great', implying that the Attribute of Justice was �p�r�e�p�~�r�­
ing tp enact judgment upon Haman. 

1111 this p,lssage, we find �~�J�'�l� nll:l in a role similar to that of both 
Targ!. Lalli. fllld the midrashim. As in Targ. Lam., the Attribute of Jus­
tice �~�l�c�c�l�a�r�e�s� the sins comlllilled by the offender. He reminds God that 
not qnly did Haman try to 'abolish the rebuilding of the Temple', but he 
was �~�l�I�s�o� descended ii'om Agag, 'son of the wicked Amalek'. Unlike the 
role played by tliJ'l nlO in Targ. Lam., but similar to what we find in 
the rbst of the rabbinic corpus, it is implied in this text that the Attribute 
of .Iu?tice \I 'i,ll be the agent of Haman's destruction. 

: 
Torglllll (}lQ,ohelel 
Finalily, in T[ilrg. Qoh. 10.8 we again find the Attribute of Justice pro­
viJing an eX{Jlanatioll for Israel's suffering. 

I I 

$olollltln isaid by Ihe spiril of prophecy, 'I have seen the people who were 
dnslaved :previously to the people of lsrael, growing strong and riding on 
Ijorses I ike rulers while the people of Israel and their nobles walk like 
s'lavcs oti the ground'. The Allribute of Justice answered and thus said 
�I�~�'�D�~� rill �~�l�'�l� nlt:l nW): 'They caused all this Ihemselves just as a man 
+hn digs a pit at the crossroads is liable to fall in it so a people who 
thlllsgressed the decree of the Memra' of the Lord and breached the fence 
qf the world falls into the hand of Ihe wicked king who bites them like a 
�~�e�r�p�c�J�1�t�.�'� 22 

In v. �~� God enables the EJomites23 to enslave Israel. This, in turn, leads 
to SOil0ll101l '5 prophetic vision of a subservient Israel. In response, the 
Attri9ute o!"Justice explains that God has alloweel"the conquest of his 
peopl,e due to their refusal to obey the Mel1l1'Cl of the LORD. This usage 
of �~�)�'�h� nl1:l is directly parallel to that found in Targ. Lam"The Attribute 
of JlIftice is; not the agent of punishment, rather it explains why God 

22. ! Targ. Qoil. 10.7-8; Peter S. Knobel, The Arama;c Bible. XV. The TargHI1I of 
Qoheil'l (Collegeville. MN: Liturgical Press, 1991), p. 48. 

23 . . 011 the dirricullies of idenlirying the Edomites in Targ. Qoh. see Knobel, 
�Q�(�J�h�e�/�~�l �,� p. 12. For a more general discussion, see G. Cohen, 'Esau as Symbol in 
Emly �~�'�t�e�d�i�e�v�a�l� Thought', in A. Altmann (ed.), Jewish Medieval alld Rellaissance 
SlIId;e'1l Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1967), pp. 19-48. 

BRADY The Role �o�f�~�)�'�1� nltl ill the Targlllllim 373 

has allowed tragedy to befall his people anel how such action (or God's 
allowing others to act against his people) is just. 

3. COllc/usiollS 

In sum, it appears that �~�J�'�l� nlo, a figure common in midrashic liter­
ature, is a relatively rare occurrence in the targumim. In Targ. Est". / 
3.1 the Attribute of Justice asks God why he has not yet punished the 
wicked Haman. God directs tIi)'l nlD to 'let go of him' since Haman 
was to grow powerful before he woulel be destroyed. This character­
ization is in keeping with that found in the midrashim, as it brings an 
accusation against the wicked seeking their just punishment. Although 
the book of Esther is potentially about the destruction of the Jews, it is, 
in fact, a story about God's salvation of his people. Thus the role of the 
Attribute of Justice is conllned to indicting Israel's enemy. However, ill 
the majority of instances where the Attribute of Justice appears in the 
targumim, it announces the charges against Israel. [n each case, nlO 
�~�J�'�l� explains why God has allowed JerusalemlIsrael to be defeated, and 
the answer is always that Israel has sinned. 

The nature of the Attribute of Justice in Targ. Lam. and Targ. Qoh. is 
predicated by the biblical text. In Targ. Lam. it is because the biblical 
text presents a clear challenge to Goel's justice as the bihlical author 
asks, 'How could God allow such a catastrophe to befall his chosen 
people?' The targumist L1ses �~�)�'�l� nltl to answer this charge. Although 
Targ. Qoh. brings this challenge to the text (perhaps precipitated by 
external events such as contemporary persecution), the role of the At­
tribute of Justice is the same as that found ill Targ. Lam.; it explains 
that Israel has deserved her fate due to her refusal to obey the Word of 
the LORD. 

Within these targumim, the Attribute of lustice is not the agellt of de­
struction. This is contrary to the majority of midrashic passages which 
feature the Attribute of Justice. In the miclrashim it is either seeking to 
punish transgressors, exacting that punishment, or is being restrained 
from such action by the Mercy of God (sometimes represented by the 
rOnl nltl). Furthermore, the Attribute of Justice rarely (if ever) speaks 
in the midrashim. The figure found in the targumim is a fully person­
ified character who is granted speech and converses with God and the 
audience (Lam. 2.20). By contrast, the midrashic figure is more vague, 
referred to rather than heard. The figure of �~�)�,�l� nltl in the targulllil11 
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has a I diS!inC ~ and separate identity from God. It stands beside God and 
conv~rses wirh him and, in the majority of occurrences, the Attribute of 
Jus!ic~ procl*ims the sin of lsrael and the justice of God's actions. 

I ' 
I ! 

'IS SAUL ALSO AMONG THE SCRIBES')' 

SCRIBES AND PROPHETS IN TARGUfI'l JON/I 7Htl N" 

Anthony J. Saldarini 

In a number of passages, Targll11l Jonatizan transforms prophets into 
scribes. The most striking example is found in I Samuel 10, where Saul, 
who has just been anointed king of Israel by Samuel, meets a band of 
ecstatic prophets, is seized by the Spirit, and joins them in prophesying. 
This manifestation of the power of God's Spirit in Saul has been pre­
dicted by Samuel as a sign which authenticates Saul's choice as king of 
Israel. The targumist translates the biblical passage as follows: 

5And when you enter there to the city, you will meet a band of scribes 
going down from the house of feasting and before them lyres and tim­
brels and cymbals and lutes and they will be singing praise. ('And Ihe 
spirit of prophecy from before the Lord will reside upon you, and you 
will sing praise with them , and you will be changed into another l1Ian ... 
IOAnd they came there to the hill, and behold a hand of .~cribcs met him, 
and the spirit of prophecy from before the Lord resided upon him, and he 
sang praise in their midst. II And everyone who knew him yesterday and 
the day before saw it, and behold, he was singing praise with the scribes. 
And the people said, each man to hi s neighbor: ' What is this thnt has 
happened to the son of Kish? [5 Saul also alllong the scribes'!' 12And a 
man from there answered and said: 'And who is their master'?' Thcrei(lre 
it became a proverb: ' Is Salll among the scribes?' DAnd he ceased froll1 
singing praise and entered tbe bOllse of feasting. 

Though the targumist replaces 'prophets' with 'scribes' here, he is not 
hostile to prophecy, for he necessarily refers to prophets and prophecy 
often in his translation of the Former ancl Latter Prophets. In fact, he 

* This paper appeared originally in H.1. BllImherg er al. (eds.), 'Ol'eI1 71101/ 
mille Eyes... ' Essays 011 Aggadah Wid llidaica Presellted to Rob"i Williolll G. 
Braude 011 his EightieTh Rirthday al7d Dedicated to his Melllory (Hoboken: Klll V, 

1992), pp. 239-53, and has been reprinted in sli ghtly revised form by the courtesy 
of Temple Betb-EI, Providence, Rhode Island, USA. 


